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party in Maryland. Led by the Mayor of the city,
they resolved to prevent the passage of other troops
across their State to Washington. Railway tracks
were torn up by order of the municipal authorities,
and bridges were burnt. The telegraph was cut.
As in a flash, after issuing his proclamation, Lin-
coln found himself isolated at Washington with
no force but a handful of troops and the govern-
ment clerks. And while Maryland rose against
him on one side, Virginia joined his enemies on
the other. The day the Sixth Massachusetts left
Boston, Virginia seceded. The Virginia militia
were called to their colors. Preparations were at
once set on foot for the seizure of the great federal
arsenal at Harper's Ferry and the Navy Yard
at Norfolk. The next day a handful of federal
troops, fearful of being overpowered at Harper's
Ferry, burned the arsenal and withdrew to Wash-
ington. For the same reason the buildings of the
great Navy Yard were blown up or set on fire, and
the ships at anchor were sunk. So desperate and
unprepared were the Washington authorities that
they took these extreme measures to keep arms
and ammunition out of the hands of the Virgin-
ians. So hastily was the destruction carried out,
that it was only partially successful and at both